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O my people! Truly, this life of the world is 
nothing but a (quick passing) enjoyment, 
and verily, the Hereafter that is the home 

that will remain forever.

The heat is unbearable as the Sun reaches its 
pinnacle. I think of resting for a while as I notice 
a tea stall ahead of me. I buy a cup of tea and 
newspaper. I just can't wait to go home to show 
off my “Best Student of the Year” award to my 
family. I'm sure they'll be so proud of me. This is 
just the beginning. After I get my degree and 
start earning, that's when I truly start living my 
life my way. I can see myself as a successful 
person a few years from now. I'm glad I've 
decided my future so well in advance.

Just then I come across a shocking headline in 
the newspaper: “19 year old youth dies in a bike 
accident.” That's a reminder of the harsh,, 
inevitable reality called Death. All of us are 
born and will eventually , whether we like it or

receive his/her "Book of Record" which is 
listing of all their deeds and will be held 
accountable for what he/she has done. Every 
person will see any good or any evil they have 
done, even an atom's weight. 

There are people who choose to disobey Allah 
in spite of enjoying all the blessings He has 
bestowed upon them. They are destined for 
eternal torment if they enter Hellfire. The 
Prophet (pbuh) said that the least torture in 
Hell is that of a man whose foot sole is laid on a 
live coal which causes his brain to boil just like a 
boiler. The heat of fire of this world is just the 
seventieth part of the heat of Hell. 

However, the true Muslims are destined to go to 
Paradise inshallah. Hence, Allah has purchased 
lives of the believers and their properties in 
exchange of Paradise. We need to “sell” 
ourselves to Allah by submitting to His will in 
every little aspect of our lives. We must expend 
willingly for Allah's cause, every ability, all our 
time, resources, wealth, and everything He 
blessed us with, so much so that even the time 
we spend resting, eating, or with our loved 
ones, is in accordance with His will. 

What awaits us in Paradise? The Prophet 
(pbuh) said that the lowest rank of those in 
Paradise is equal to ten times this world. He 
also said that Allah has prepared for His 
righteous slaves what no eye has seen, no ear 
has heard, and the mind of no man has conceived.

To get to Paradise, the obedience to Allah 
should not be procrastinated as people die 
without any prior notice. Each one of us has 
“Date of Birth” on various documents but has 
anyone come across “Date of Death”? Hence 
the Prophet (pbuh) said, "Remember more 
often the destroyer of pleasures - death.'' When 
we see the death of any human, we should 
remind ourselves that some day we're going to 
die. 

The Angel of Death overlooked you to take the 
souls of your brothers, And one day, it will 
come to you and overlook others.  

Just as passport and visa are the pre-requisites 
for travelling from one country to another, 
Imaan and Ala'mal assaliha (good deeds) are 
the pre-requisites for our journey to Paradise. 
This comes only through complete and 
unconditional submission to the will of Allah. 
Hence, the Muslim is supposed to sing “I just 
wanna SUBMIT while I'm alive”.

Just then the chaiwaala asks me, “You seem to 
be a traveller. What's your destination after 
here?” 

I smile at him and say, “After here? Hereafter…” 



2 3 4

not. So I better enjoy my life to the fullest before 
my death. As Bon Jovi sang: “I just wanna live 
while I'm alive.” 

However, Allah informs us in the Qur'an that 
the life of this world is only a deceiving 
enjoyment. But this world is so beautiful with 
all its picturesque landscapes and everything 
else. However, the Prophet (pbuh) said that this 
world is more insignificant in Allah's sight than 
a dead lamb. In fact, if this world was even 
worth the wing of a mosquito in the sight of 
Allah, then He would not allow the disbelievers 
to have a sip of water from it. Hence, Allah 
forbids the believers to desire the wealth and 
possessions he has bestowed on others as 
wealth is also a form of test from Him. 

Therefore the Prophet (pbuh) said: "My 
similitude and that of the life of this world is 
that of a traveller who took a rest at mid-day 
under a shade of a tree and then left it." He also 
advised the believers: "Be in this world like a 
stranger, or a wayfarer." Just as this tea stall is a 
transit point on my way home, the life of this 
world is a phase which every human passes 
through to reach the final destination – 
Hereafter. 

Is this the same way in which the disbeliever 
perceives the life of this world? Certainly not. 
The Prophet (pbuh) has said that the duniya is a 
prison for the believer and Paradise for the

disbeliever. A true believer sees this duniya as a 
prison that keeps him from being with his Lord 
and is obliged to follow rules and live by a 
certain code of ethics, whereas a non-Muslim 
doesn't care about the afterlife, but rather lives 
with the concept of living each day to the 
fullest. They see this world as their paradise, 
which is why they are afraid to die. In the 
hereafter, the believers will be free to do as they 
wish in paradise, whereas the disbelievers will 
be in hellfire, being punished for their 
disobedience to Allah. 

Nowadays we see the reality of this hadith being 
manifested in the various ways in which people 
“live life to the fullest”. These people, who aren't 
aware of the true purpose of their lives, try so 
hard to enjoy every waking moment of their 
life. They devote their entire lives to hedonism. 
In fact, they even make up a lengthy list called 
“Bucket list” in which they note down all the 
things they want to do before they die. They 
want to enjoy themselves to the fullest before 
they leave their “paradise”. In their pursuit of a 
fun-filled life, they end up doing things which, 
at times, are really outrageous. For instance, 
recently in our city, for the Tomatina festival, 
people were all set to hurl tonnes of tomatoes 
on each other just for the sake of fun. This 
shows us the virtual desperation of the people 
who are ignorant about the true purpose of 
their lives. I say “desperation” because even 
when they get a moment of leisure time, they 
just want to spend it off and “kill” it. And most

often, they end up committing sinful acts since 
an idle mind is devil's workshop.    

However, the sad reality is that we Muslims, in 
spite of being aware of the purpose of life, are 
often as negligent as them, so much so that we 
hardly care about the Hereafter. Even I have 
planned so well in advance for my career goals, 
but what have I done for the Hereafter? No 
wonder the Prophet (pbuh) said: “The Hour of 
Resurrection has drawn near, whereas the 
people have become more greedy for the life of 
the world and more remote from Allah.” 

This world is like a shadow: run after it and you 
will never be able to catch it; turn your back 
against it and it has no choice but to follow you.

Allah informs us in the Qur'an that he has 
created life and death so that he may test us as to 
who amongst us is best in good deeds. Allah 
wants to distinguish between the people who 
are obedient to Him and those who are 
disobedient to Him so that He may reward us 
with Paradise or punish us with Hellfire 
according to our deeds on Earth.  

The disbelievers may have the excuse of 
pleading ignorance on the Day of Judgement, 
but what excuse can we Muslims have if we 
don't obey Allah in spite of this being the (very) 
purpose of our lives?  

On the Day of Judgement, each person will


